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    Overview

The Caribbean Association for Distance and Open Learning (CARADOL) held its official launch and symposium at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Port of Spain, Trinidad on February 11-12, 2005.  The event was jointly hosted by the Ministry of Science, Technology and Tertiary Education (MSTTE) and the Ministry of Education (MOE) of Trinidad and Tobago. The two-day proceedings drew participants from local, regional and international distance learning associations and organizations as well as individuals seeking to gain a better understanding of the field of distance learning.  Over 150 persons registered for the Symposium. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the President of CARADOL, Dr. Dennis Irvine, Jamaica, who was carded to chair the proceedings, was unable to attend. In his place,   CARADOL’S Vice-President, Mr. Wesley Barrett, carried out the official duties. 
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The Symposium

CARADOL’s two-day Symposium commenced on Friday, 11th February, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. with an informative address from the Minister of Education, Senator, the Honourable Hazel Manning.

Globalization and Higher Education

The first presentation was delivered by Ms. Erin Keough of Memorial University of Newfoundland on the topic Globalization and its Implications for the Caribbean Region.  This presentation laid the groundwork for understanding the current issues facing the field Education, as a result of the inception of the new knowledge economy – a phenomenon of globalization. In particular, the presentation pointed to globalization being the catalyst for a host of new developments in higher education such as the rise of non-traditional education providers (e.g. multi-national companies); greater diversity in education delivery and in qualifications; and a stronger emphasis on lifelong learning. These developments were said to have brought the whole question of the trade in educational services squarely into view. The discussions therefore focused on the specific rules and conditions for the liberalization and regulation of this trade (The General Agreement on Trade in Services – GATS). At the root of the debate was whether developing countries had the capacity to participate effectively in the current global trading system and to be equal members in the World Trade Organization. In conclusion the view was therefore expressed that good governance and solid economic and social situations were becoming even more essential in the context of globalization and the international trade in higher education.
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Caribbean Knowledge & Learning Network

Coming closer to home, Mr. Ken Sylvester, Project Manager of the Caribbean Knowledge and Learning Network (CKLN) delivered a presentation on the mission and objectives of this regional initiative.  The CKLN has as a major goal to enhance the global competitiveness of the Caribbean by upgrading and diversifying the skills and knowledge of human resources in the region through greater regional collaboration and connectivity. In April 2004 the CKLN project was endorsed by CARICOM Heads and adopted as the Telecommunication Network in support of CARICOM’S connectivity agenda.  As a start, CKLN intends to harness state-of-the-art satellite and Internet technologies to

 provide a virtual learning network between Caribbean institutions of tertiary education.  Through this network, students, colleges and universities in the region will be provided with cost-effective access to high quality e-learning content and other knowledge resources drawn from the Region and around the world. 

Schoolnet

The Symposium continued on Saturday 12th February with a presentation from Mr. Vis Naidoo of the Commonwealth of Learning, Canada on the topic - Information and Communications Technologies (ICTs) to Support School Education. This presentation looked at “SchoolNets” as a practical vehicle through which educational technologies could be applied to schools. The schoolnet model was said to have mushroomed across the world in the past few years, examples of which included the Consortium for School Networking, USA; Enlaces in Chile; Malaysia’s Smart Schools Programme and Pakistan Association for Computer Education in Schools (PACES).  Their purpose is to facilitate regular communication among schools and collaboration on inter-school projects, content and curricula. Through SchoolNets, information and communication technologies (ICTs) are increasingly being used in schools for course delivery, content development, student and teacher support, peer interaction and administration and management systems. In closing, Mr. Naidoo stressed the importance of crafting an ICT in Education Policy in order to ensure equity in implementation and to avoid the digital and knowledge divide.
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CUPIDE

Following the SchoolNet presentation was a project overview of a network for regional universities called the Caribbean Universities Project for Integrated Distance Education (CUPIDE).  Ms. Christine Marrett, CUPIDE Project Operations Manager revealed that CUPIDE was the result of an agreement signed between UWI and UNESCO in 2003, funded through the Japanese Funds in Trust for Capacity Building.  It comprises five participating universities from the region including the University of Guyana; University Quisqueya, Haiti; Anton de Kom University, Suriname; University of Technology, Jamaica and UWI as the executing entity.  The objective of the project is to develop the human resource within the region using ICTs to facilitate distance education programmes from participating institutions. CUPIDE facilitated the establishment of CARADOL through the formation of a steering committee, chaired by CARICOM. The inaugural meeting of CARADOL was held in March 2004 CUPIDE hopes to explore synergies with existing and new projects in this field, one such being the CKLN through which satellite connectivity will be negotiated.
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CXC Materials
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The Mini-Exhibition 

During the two-day event, distance education providers from Trinidad and Tobago showcased their distance learning programmes to the general public. Displays were provided by the School of Business and Computer Science (SBCS), RBTT’s Roytec, the British Council, the University of the West Indies Distance Education Centre at St. Augustine Campus (UWIDEC), the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC), Illuminat, and the Commonwealth of Learning (COL). PowerPoint Presentations were also made by cUWIDEC, RBTT Roytec and SBCS during the final day of the Symposium.
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The Official Launch


CARADOL was officially launched on Friday 11th February at 5:00 p.m. The Feature Address at the ceremony was delivered by Sir John Daniel, President, Commonwealth of Learning (COL). The topic of his  address was Commonwealth Cooperation in Distance Education:  Potential Benefits for Small States.  

During his address, Sir John took the opportunity to announce to guests that The Commonwealth of Learning’s fourth Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open Learning will be held in Jamaica in 2006. The Forum will be organized jointly by COL and UWIDEC, in co-operation with the Caribbean Association for Distance and Open Learning; the Jamaican Association for Distance and Open Learning; the Trinidad & Tobago Distance Learning Association; and the Office of Continuing Education and Distance Learning at the University of Technology, Jamaica. It will be held in the Ocho Rios resort area, October 30 to 3 November 2006.




More Scenes from the Event

         A keen participant at the registration desk 






The two day event culminated with the CARADOL Annual General Meeting. Later that evening, a party of foreign as well as local participants were guests of the Honourable Minister Manning at the Carnival Champs in Concert event held at the Queens Park Savannah in Port of Spain.
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Senator, the Hon. Hazel Manning, Minister of Education, poses with (l-r) Lystra Sampson-Ovid, Secretary, CARADOL; Jerome Miller-Vaz, Assistant Secretary and Treasurer, CARADOL; Sharon Mangroo, Director of Curriculum Development, MOE.











Mr. Vis Naidoo, Education Specialist, Educational Technology, Policy and Planning, The Commonwealth of Learning








Participants at the Symposium.  In left foreground is  Ms. Vilma McClenan, President, Jamaican Association for Distance and Open Learning (JADOL)





Cross-section of participants at the f the Symposium.  In the foreground( l-r): Dr. Janet Stanley-Marcano, Accreditation Council of Trinidad and Tobago (ACTT) and Dr. Olabisi Kuboni, UWIDEC.
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Senator, the Hon. Satish Ramroop (second left), Minister of State, MSTTE, speaking with (l-r) Dr. Olabisi Kuboni, UWIDEC; Stafford Griffith (CXC); Thecla Reyes, Permanent Secretary, MSTTE; and Wesley Barrett, Vice-President, CARADOL..








Left-right:  Hazel Moses, CARADOL; Lystra Sampon-Ovid,  CARADOL;  Senator Hazel Manning, MOE; PS Jennifer Sampson, CARADOL; Sir John Daniel, COL; Senator Satish Ramroop, MOE; Fitzroy Marcus CARADOL, PS Thecla Reyes, MSTTE; Dr. John Gedeon, CARADOL.








Sir John Daniel, President, COL





Senator, the Honorable, Satish Ramroop, MSTTE





 Left-right: PS Thecla Reyes, MSTTE,  Lady Daniel, Minister Manning, MOE,  Stafford Griffith, CXC,  and Sharon Mangroo, MOE, all listened as  Sir John delivered the feature address.





Left-right:  Susan Phillips (COL), Dr. Peters, COSTAATT, and members of the British Council
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Wesley Barrett hands Sir John CARADOL’s constitution





CXC Materials





Also delivering an address at the launch was Senator, the Honourable Satish Ramroop, Minister of State in the Ministry of Science, Technology and Tertiary Education.





A guest (left) engages Sir John and Dr Lucy Steward in conversation





Self Study Guides, which were created by the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) with assistance from the Commonwealth of Learning (COL), for students at the ordinary and advanced levels of secondary education, were officially handed over to MOE during CARADOL’s launch. 





These Study Guides were developed for the subject areas of English, Mathematics, Principles of Business, Social Studies for the Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) and for Accounting, Caribbean Studies, Communication Studies, Computer Science, Information Technology, Law and Management of Business for the Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination (CAPE). They contain activities, case studies, tests and feedback which support self study. They were designed to be user friendly and are therefore ideal for persons out of school and for use in distance education programmes.
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